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COMMANDANT INSTRUCTION 5100.48A 
 
Subj: SHORE CONFINED SPACE ENTRY 
 
1. PURPOSE.  This instruction describes policy and procedures for administration of the Coast 

Guard Confined Space Entry Program.  A confined space is defined as a space that:  is large 
enough and so configured that an employee can bodily enter and perform assigned work; has 
limited or restricted means for entry or exit (e.g., tanks, vessels, storage bins, vaults, and pits 
are spaces that may have limited means of entry); and is not designed for continuous 
employee occupancy.  Intended users are all shore units with confined space work 
environments. 

 
2. ACTION.  Area and district commanders; commanders, maintenance and logistics 

commands; commanding officers of Headquarters units; Commander, Coast Guard Activities 
Europe; and chiefs of offices and special staff divisions at Headquarters shall ensure 
compliance with the provisions of this instruction. 

 
3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  Confined Space Entry Manual, COMDTINST M5100.48, is 

cancelled. 
 
4. SCOPE. 
 
 a. This instruction adopts the use of 29 CFR 1910.146 as the guidance for Coast Guard 

military and civilian personnel and supervisors who have the potential to work on or 
enter into confined spaces, or work in support of shore-related confined space 
operations.  This includes marinas where Coast Guard personnel work. 



COMDTINST 5100.48A 
14 MAR 1994 
 
 b. Civilian contractors working on Coast Guard facilities shall comply with 29 CFR 

1910.146.  These requirements shall be included in the contract.  Utility contractors are 
covered by 29 CFR 1926.956.  Electrical utility contractors are covered by 29 CFR 
1910.268. 

 
 c. This instruction does not apply to floating units (vessels), boarding parties, commercial 

shipyards, and shipyards where vessels greater than 65 feet in length and are hauled out 
of the water for repair.  For example, a ship being cleaned or welded at a dock at Coast 
Guard Yard would follow 29 CFR 1915 procedures and be exempt from this instruction.  
Vessels afloat shall follow the Navy Ships Technical Manual, S9086-CH-STM-032. 

 
 d. Marine safety units who work on small boats shall follow the procedures in Marine 

Safety Manual, Vol. I, COMDTINST M16000.6(series). 
 
 e. In shipyard or ship repair situations the provisions of 29 CFR 1915.14a or 46 CFR 91.50 

may apply.  Questions pertaining to these infrequent events should be directed to the 
cognizant MLC or Commandant (G-MTH).  In accordance with these regulations the 
Coast Guard Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection may designate an entry supervisor to 
issue permits in the absence of a marine chemist. 

 
 f. Air stations that conduct inspection and repair of aircraft integral tanks and cells shall 

follow the provisions of COMDTINST M13020.1(series) and NAVAIR 01-1A-35. 
Aircraft maintenance procedure cards include adequate guidance for confined space 
entry requirements and will be used.  Note that the entry authority in NAVAIR 01-1A-
35 will perform functions similar to the entry supervisor in 29 CFR 1910.146. 

 
5. DISCUSSION.  This directive implements the Coast Guard's adaptation of 29 CFR 1910.146.  

The 14 January 1993 version of 29 CFR 1910.146 has been revised, effective 29 June 1993, 
in the Federal Register.  With appropriate training, 29 CFR 1910.146 can be used by units to 
set up the local permit-required confined space entry program and the unit non-permit-
required confined space entry program.  The unit commanding officer may designate an 
individual to manage the confined space entry program.  Any individual formerly designated 
as a competent person, qualified person, gas-free engineer, industrial hygienist, safety 
specialist, or other technically trained individual in accordance with 29 CFR 1910.146 (g)(1) 
may be assigned the responsibilities of an entry supervisor. Training requirements for all 
other participants in the unit confined space entry program are also covered in 29 CFR 
1910.146 (g)(1).  Local training sources shall be able to provide training in accordance with 
29 CFR 1910.146. 
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6. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.  The unit commanding officer shall designate an individual 

to manage the unit confined space entry program and carry out the following duties: 
 
 a. Identify and evaluate permit-required confined spaces; 
 
 b. Inform employees who are exposed to permit-required spaces of the existence, location, 

and the danger posed in permit spaces.  Posting a danger sign reading  "DANGER -- 
PERMIT-REQUIRED CONFINED SPACE, DO NOT ENTER" or other similar 
language is an acceptable means of informing exposed employees; 

 
 c. Prevent unauthorized entry into permit spaces by locking, tagging and/or posting; 
 
 d. Implement a written permit-required confined space entry program for authorized entry; 
 
 e. Reevaluate a space when there are changes in the use or configuration of a non-permit-

required confined space that might increase the hazards to entrants, and, if necessary, 
reclassify it as a permit-required confined space; 

 
 f. Reclassify a non-permit-required confined space when changes in the use or 

configuration of a permit confined space decrease the hazards to entrants, if: 
 
 (1) Testing and inspection demonstrate that the permit space poses no actual or  

potential atmospheric hazard for as long as hazards within the space remain 
eliminated (note: if forced air ventilation is used this does not apply); 

 
 (2) Documented proof that the space is safe is made available to each employee 

entering the space. Document should include date, the location of the space, and 
the signature of the person making the determination; 

 
 g. As part of the contract, ensure contractors are responsible for: 
 
 (1) Making their employees aware of workplace confined spaces; 
 
 (2) Establishing a permit space program meeting the requirements of this instruction; 
 
 (3) Obtaining experience with the conditions and confined work space(s) prior to the 

start of work; 
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 (4) Obtaining Coast Guard precautions or procedures implemented for the protection 

of Coast Guard employees working in or near permit spaces where contractor 
personnel will be working; 

 
 (5) Coordinating entry operations with Coast Guard competent person, qualified 

person or other designated Coast Guard individual on site to prevent Coast Guard 
personnel and contractor personnel endangering each other; and 

 
 (6) Debriefing each other (Coast Guard and contractor), at the conclusion of the entry 

operations regarding the permit space program followed and regarding hazards 
confronted or created in permit spaces during entry operations. 

 
7. UNIT PERMIT-REQUIRED CONFINED SPACE PROGRAM.  Once the unit commanding 

officer/OIC determines that the unit needs a confined space entry program, an individual shall 
be designated, to implement the permit-required confined space program at the unit.  This 
individual may be an entry supervisor or entry authority.  This individual shall: 

 
 a. Implement the measures necessary to prevent unauthorized entry; 
 
 b. Identify and evaluate the hazards of permit spaces before employees enter them; 
 
 c. Develop and implement the means, procedures, and practices necessary for safe permit 

space entry operations, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 
 (1) Specifying acceptable entry conditions; 
 
 (2) Isolating the permit space; 
 
 (3) Purging, inerting, flushing, or ventilating the permit space as necessary to 

eliminate or control atmospheric hazards; 
 
 (4) Providing pedestrian, vehicle, or other barriers as necessary to protect entrants 

from external hazards; and 
 
 (5) Verifying that conditions in the permit space are free from hazards of energy 

sources, loose materials, entrapment, deteriorated ladders, and atmospheric 
hazards etc., throughout the duration of the authorized entry. 

 
 d. Provide the following equipment at no cost to employees, maintain that equipment 

properly, and ensure that employees use that equipment properly: 
 
4 



COMDTINST 5100.48A 
14 MAR 1994 

 
 (1) Testing and monitoring equipment; 
 
 (2) Ventilating equipment; 
 
 (3) Communications equipment; 
 
 (4) Personal protective equipment in situations where feasible engineering and work 

practice controls would not adequately protect employees; 
 
 (5) Lighting equipment to enable employees to see well enough to work safely and to 

exit the space quickly in an emergency; 
 
 (6) Barriers and shields; 
 
 (7) Equipment, such as ladders, needed for safe entering and exiting by authorized 

entrants; 
 
 (8) Rescue and emergency equipment (unless the equipment is provided by rescue 

services); and 
 
 (9) Any other equipment necessary for safe entry into and rescue from permit spaces. 
 
 e. Evaluate permit space conditions as follows when entry operations are conducted: 
 
 (1) Test conditions in the permit space to determine if acceptable entry conditions 

exist before entry is authorized to begin, unless isolation of the space is feasible 
because the space is large or is part of a continuous system (such as a sewer), pre-
entry testing shall be performed to the extent feasible before entry is authorized 
and, if entry is authorized, entry conditions shall be continuously monitored in the 
areas where authorized entrants are working; 

 
 (2) Test or monitor the permit space as necessary to determine if acceptable entry 

conditions are being maintained during the course of entry operations; and 
 
 (3) When testing for atmospheric hazards, test first for oxygen, then for combustible 

gases and vapors, and then for toxic gases and vapors and residue. 
 
 Note:  Atmospheric testing conducted in accordance with Appendix B to 1910.146 would be 

considered as satisfying the requirements of this paragraph.  For permit space operations in 
sewers, atmospheric testing conducted in accordance with Appendix B, as supplemented by 
Appendix E to 1910.146, would be considered as satisfying the requirements of this 
paragraph. 
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 f. Provide at least one attendant outside the permit space, where entry is authorized, for the 

duration of the entry operation; 
 
 Note: Attendants may be assigned to monitor more than one permit space or stationed at any 

location outside the space provided their duties and communications can be maintained for all 
permit space that are monitored. 

 
 g. If multiple spaces are to be monitored by a single attendant, include in the permit 

program the means and procedures to enable the attendant to respond to an emergency 
affecting one or more of the permit spaces without a disruption of the attendant's 
monitoring capability of either space; 

 
 h. Designate the persons who are to have active roles (as, for example, authorized entrants, 

attendants, entry supervisors, or persons who test or monitor the atmosphere in a permit 
space) in entry operations, identify the duties of each such employee, and provide each 
such employee with the training required by this instruction; 

 
 i. Develop and implement procedures for summoning rescue and emergency services, for 

rescuing entrants from permit spaces, for providing necessary emergency services to 
rescued employees, and for preventing unauthorized personnel from attempting a 
rescue; 

 
 j. Develop and implement a system for the preparation, issuance, use, and cancellation of 

entry permits; 
 
 k. Develop and implement procedures to coordinate entry operations when employees of 

more than one employer are working simultaneously as authorized entrants in a permit 
space, so that employees of one employer do not endanger the employees of any other 
employer; 

 
 l. Develop and implement procedures (such as closing off a permit space and canceling 

the permit) necessary for concluding the entry after entry operations have been 
completed; 

 
 m. Review and revise local entry operations before allowing authorized entry to continue 

when there is some indication that the existing permit space program may not 
adequately protect employees, and 

 
 Note:  Examples of circumstances requiring the review of the permit-required confined space 

program are:  any unauthorized entry of a permit space, the detection of a permit space hazard 
not covered by the permit, the detection of a condition prohibited by the permit, the 
occurrence of 

 
6 



COMDTINST 5100.48A 
14 MAR 1994 

 
 (cont'd) and injury or near-miss during entry, a change in the use or configuration of a permit 

space, and employee complaints about the effectiveness of the program. 
 
 n. Evaluate the permit-required confined space program by reviewing retained canceled 

permits 1 year after each entry, revising the program as necessary, and ensuring 
employees in entry operations are protected from permit space hazards. 

 
 Note:  The individual designated to administer the local confined space entry program may 

perform a single annual review covering all entries performed during a 12-month period.  If 
no entry is performed during a 12-month period, no review is necessary.  Appendix C to 
1910.146 presents examples of permit entry programs. 

 
8. PERMIT PROCESS.  An entry supervisor designated by the unit commanding officer shall 

administer the confined space entry program and shall identify/evaluate permit-required and 
non- permit-required confined spaces.  Based upon acceptable inspection results, a permit 
may be issued by the entry supervisor.  The entry permit (see Enclosure (2)) documents 
authorized entry to a permit space.  The permit identifies: 

 
 a. The permit space to be entered; 
 
 b. The purpose of the entry; 
 
 c. The date and the authorized duration of the entry permit; 
 
 d. The authorized entrants within the permit space, by name or by such other means (for 

example, through the use of rosters or tracking systems) to be used by the attendant to 
determine quickly and accurately, for the duration of the permit, which authorized 
entrants are inside the permit space; 

 
 Note:  This requirement is incorporated into Enclosures (1) and (2). 
 
 e. The personnel, by name, currently serving as attendants; 
 
 f. The individual, by name, currently serving as entry supervisor, with a space for the 

signature or initials of the entry supervisor who originally authorized entry; 
 
 g. The hazards of the permit space to be entered; 
 
 h. The measures used to isolate the permit space and to eliminate or control permit space 

hazards before entry; 
 
 Note: Those measures can include the lockout or tagging of equipment and procedures for 

purging, inerting, ventilating, and flushing permit spaces. 
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 i. The acceptable entry conditions; 
 
 j. The results of initial and periodic tests accompanies by the names or initials of the 

testers and by an indication of when the tests were performed; 
 
 k. The rescue and emergency services that can be summoned and the means (such as the 

equipment to use and the numbers to call) for summoning those services; 
 
 l. The communication procedures used by authorized entrants and attendants to maintain 

contact during the entry; 
 
 m. Equipment, such as personal protective equipment, testing equipment, communications 

equipment, alarm systems, and rescue equipment; 
 
 n. Any other information whose inclusion is necessary, given the circumstances of the 

particular confined space, in order to ensure employee safety; and 
 
 o. Any additional permits, such as welding permits, that have been issued to authorize 

work in the permit space. 
 
9. TRAINING.  Training shall be provided so that all employees involved in entry into confined 

spaces acquire the understanding, knowledge, and skills necessary for the safe performance of 
the duties.  Contact appropriate MLC (k) for training sources. 

 
 a. This training shall be provided: 
 
 (1) Before the employee is assigned duties; 
 
 (2) Before there is a change in assigned duties; 
 
 (3) Whenever there is a change in permit space operations that presents a hazard about 

which an employee has not previously been trained; 
 
 (4) Whenever the entry supervisor believe that employees have deviated from permit 

space entry procedures intentionally or because of a lack of knowledge of 
procedures. 

 
 b. The training shall aid in establishing employee proficiency in their assigned duties and 

shall introduce new or revised procedures, as necessary.  Courses on confined space 
entry include MLC-sponsored courses, contracted courses, or any of the following: 
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 (1) Confined Space Safety (SO-240) (formerly OSH-245E), Naval Safety School, 

Commanding Officer, Naval Safety School, Bldg. SP-17, NAS Norfolk, VA; no 
fee; POC 804-445-8778 (8 day course). 

 
 (2) Confined Space Entry (Course No. OSHATI-226) (previous respiratory protection 

training required), OSHA Training Institute, Des Plaines, Illinois; no fee; POC 
708-297-4913 (2 week course). 

 
 (3) Introduction to Competent Persons Program (Course No. OSH 520), OSHA 

Training Institute, Des Plaines, Illinois; no fee; POC 708-297-4913. 
 
 (4) Competent Persons Training Program, National Fire Protection Association 

(course offered at different sites); fee $350; POC 617-770-3000 (3 day course). 
 
 (5) Confined Space Safety (Course No. SO 240), OSHA Training Institute, Des 

Plaines, Illinois; no fee; POC 708-297-4913. 
 
 (6) Confined Space Entry (Course No. OSHATI-226A, OSHA Training Institute, Des 

Plaines, Illinois; no fee; POC 708-297-4913 (1 week compressed course). 
 
 (7) Marine Safety Schools at Reserve Training Center Yorktown. 
 
 c. The unit commanding officer or designee shall ensure that employees trained as 

required above in paragraphs 9.a. and 9.b. have documented a completion of training 
certificate that includes employee's name, the dates of training, and the signatures or 
initials of the trainers.  This documentation shall be available for inspection by 
employees or their authorized representatives. 

 
10. DUTIES OF AUTHORIZED ENTRANTS.  The unit commanding officer or designee shall 

provide training that will ensure that authorized entrants: 
 
 a. Know the hazards that may be faced during entry, including information on the mode, 

signs or symptoms, and consequences of the exposure; 
 
 b. Know how to use testing and monitoring equipment, ventilating equipment, 

communications equipment, personal protective equipment, lighting, barriers and 
shields, ladders, rescue and emergency equipment, and any other equipment needed for 
safe entry and rescue; 

 
 c. Communicate with the attendant as necessary to enable the attendant to monitor entrant 

status and to enable the attendant to alert entrants of the need to evacuate the space; 
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 d. Alert the attendant whenever: 
 
 (1) The entrant recognizes any warning sign or symptom of exposure to a dangerous 

situation, or 
 
 (2) The entrant detects a prohibited condition. 
 
 e. Exit from the permit space as quickly as possible whenever: 
 
 (1) An order to evacuate is given by the attendant or the entry supervisor, 
 
 (2) The entrant recognizes any warning sign or symptom of exposure to a dangerous 

situation, 
 
 (3) The entrant detects a prohibited condition, or 
 
 (4) An evacuation alarm is activated. 
 
11. DUTIES OF ATTENDANTS.  The unit commanding officer or designee shall ensure that 

attendants are trained to: 
 
 a. Know the hazards that may be faced during entry, including information on the mode, 

signs or symptoms, and consequences of the exposure; 
 
 b. Be aware of the possible behavioral effects of hazard exposure on authorized entrants; 
 
 c. Continuously maintain an accurate count of authorized entrants in the permit space and 

ensure that the means used to identify authorized entrants accurately identifies who is in 
the permit space; 

 
 d. Remain outside the permit space during entry operations until relieved by another 

attendant; 
 
 Note: This permit entry program allows the attendant to enter a permit space to attempt a 

rescue if they have been trained and equipped for rescue operations AFTER they have been 
relieved by another trained attendant. 

 
 e. Communicate with authorized entrants as necessary to monitor entrant status and to alert 

entrants of the need to evacuate the space; 
 
 f. Monitor activities inside and outside the space to determine if it is safe for entrants to 

remain in the space and order the authorized entrants to evacuate the permit space 
immediately under any of the following conditions: 

 
 (1) If the attendant detects a prohibited condition; 
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 (2) If the attendant detects the behavioral effects of hazard exposure in an authorized 

entrant; 
 
 (3) If the attendant detects a situation outside the space that could endanger the 

authorized entrants; or 
 
 (4) If the attendant cannot effectively and safely perform all the duties required in this 

paragraph; 
 
 g. Summon rescue and other emergency services as soon as the attendant determines that 

authorized entrants may need assistance to escape from permit space hazards; 
 
 h. Take the following actions when unauthorized persons approach or enter a permit space 

while entry is underway: 
 
 (1) Warn the unauthorized persons that they must stay away from the permit space; 
 
 (2) Advise the unauthorized persons that they must exit immediately if they have 

entered the permit space; 
 
 (3) Inform the authorized entrants and the entry supervisor if unauthorized persons 

have entered the permit space; 
 
 i. Perform non-entry rescues as specified by the local rescue procedure; and 
 
 j. Perform no duties that might interfere with the attendant's primary duty to monitor and 

protect the authorized entrants. 
 
12. DUTIES OF ENTRY SUPERVISORS.  The unit commanding officer or designee shall 

ensure sufficient training is provided to ensure that each entry supervisor: 
 
 a. Knows the hazards that may be faced during entry, including information of the mode, 

signs or symptoms, and consequences of the exposure; 
 
 NOTE:  MLC safety staffs can provide information on training sources (competent person 

and gas-free engineering training). 
 
 b. Verifies, by checking that the appropriate entries have been made on Enclosures (1) or 

(2), that all tests specified by the permit have been conducted and that all procedures 
and equipment specified by the permit are in place before endorsing the permit and 
allowing entry to begin; 

 
 c. Terminates the entry and cancels the permit as required; 

11 



COMDTINST 5100.48A 
14 MAR 1994 
 
 d. Verifies that rescue services are available and that the means for summoning them are 

operable; 
 
 e. Removes unauthorized individuals who enter or who attempt to enter the permit space 

during entry operations; and 
 
 f. Determines, whenever responsibility for a permit space entry operation is transferred 

and at intervals dictated by the hazards and operations performed within the space, that 
entry operations remain consistent with terms of the entry permit and that acceptable 
entry conditions are maintained. 

 
13. RESCUE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES. 
 
 a. The following requirements apply to unit commanding officers or designees who have 

employees enter permit spaces to perform rescue services. 
 
 (1) The unit commanding officer or designee shall ensure that each member of the 

rescue service is provided with, and is trained to use properly, the personal 
protective equipment and rescue equipment necessary for making rescues from 
permit spaces. 

 
 (2) Each member of the rescue service shall be trained on all types of entries at the 

unit.  Each member of the rescue service shall also receive the training required of 
authorized entrants. 

 
 (3) Each member of the rescue service shall practice making permit space rescues at 

least once every 12 months, by means of simulated rescue operations in which 
they remove dummies, manikins, or actual persons from the actual permit spaces 
or from representative permit spaces.  Representative permit spaces shall, with 
respect to opening size, configuration, and accessibility, simulate the types of 
permit spaces from which rescue is to be performed. 

 
 (4) Each member of the rescue service shall be trained in basic first-aid and in 

cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  At least one member of the rescue service 
holding current certification in first aid and in CPR shall be available. 

 
 b. When the unit commanding officer or designee arranges to have persons other than 

Coast Guard employees (contract rescue service) perform permit space rescue, the unit 
commanding officer or designee shall: 
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 (1) Inform the rescue service of the hazards they may confront when called on to 

perform rescue at the Coast Guard facility. 
 
 (2) Provide the rescue service with access to all permit spaces from which rescue may 

be necessary so that the rescue service can develop appropriate rescue plans and 
practice rescue operations. 

 
 (3) Facilitate non-entry rescue by use of retrieval systems or non-entry methods 

whenever an authorized entrant enters a permit space, unless the retrieval 
equipment would increase the overall risk of entry or would not contribute to the 
rescue of the entrant. Retrieval systems shall meet the following requirements: 

 
 (a) Each authorized entrant shall use a chest or full body harness, with a retrieval 

line attached at the center of the entrant's back near shoulder level, or above 
the entrant's head.  Wristlets may be used in lieu of the chest or full body 
harness if the employer can demonstrate that the use of a chest or full body 
harness is infeasible or creates a greater hazard and that the use of wristlets is 
the safest and most effective alternative. 

 
 (b) The other end of the retrieval line shall be attached to a mechanical device or 

fixed point outside the permit space in such a manner that rescue can begin 
as soon as the rescuer becomes aware that rescue is necessary.  A mechanical 
device shall be available to retrieve personnel from vertical type permit 
spaces more than 5 feet deep. 

 
 (4) If an injured entrant is exposed to a substance for which a Material Safety Data 

Sheet (MSDS) or other similar written information is required to be kept at the 
worksite, that MSDS or written information shall be made available to the medical 
facility treating the exposed entrant. 

 
 /s/ ALAN M. STEINMAN 
 Chief, Office of Health and  
 Safety 
 
Encl: (1) Confined Space Entry Checklist 
 (2) Sample Coast Guard Entry Permits 
 
Appendix:  29 CFR 1910.146 excerpts 
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CONFINED SPACE ENTRY CHECKLIST 
 
YES/ NO 
 
___/ ___ Is entry necessary? 
 

TESTING 
 

___/ ___ Are the instruments used in atmospheric testing in proper calibration? 
 
___/ ___ Was the atmosphere in the confined space tested? 
 
 Combustible gas indicator calibration results: 
 ______________________________________________ 
 
 Oxygen detector calibration results: 
  ______________________________________________ 
 
 ___/ ___ Is oxygen level between 20 and 21 percent? 
 
___/ ___ Are toxic, flammable, or oxygen-displacing gases or vapors present? 
 
 Carbon Monoxide _______ Hydrogen Sulfide _______ 
 
 Others: (list)______________________________________________ 
  
 ________________________________________________________ 
 

MONITORING 
 
___/ ___ Is the atmosphere in the space being monitored while work is going on? (THIS IS NOT A 

MATTER OF CHOICE-MONITORING MUST OCCUR). 
 
___/ ___ Continuously? 
 
___/ ___ Periodically? (If yes, enter interval:__________) 
 
Note-  ATMOSPHERIC CHANGES MAY OCCUR DUE TO THE WORK PROCEDURE OR 

THE PRODUCT STORED.  THE ATMOSPHERE MAY BE SAFE WHEN YOU 
ENTER, BUT CAN BECOME UNSAFE VERY QUICKLY. 

 
CLEANING 

 
___/ ___ Has the space been cleaned before entry is made? 
 
___/ ___ Was the space steamed? 
 
___/ ___ If so, was the space allowed to cool? 
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CONFINED SPACE ENTRY CHECKLIST (continued) 
 
YES/ NO  VENTILATION 
 
___/ ___ Has the space been ventilated before entry? 
 
___/ ___ Will ventilation be continued during entry? 
 
___/ ___ Is the air intake for the ventilation system located in an area that is free of combustible 

dusts and vapors and toxic substances? 
 
___/ ___ If atmosphere was found unacceptable and the space ventilated, was it re-tested before 

entry? 
 

ISOLATION 
 
___/ ___ Has the space been isolated from other systems? 
 
___/ ___ Has electrical equipment been locked out? 
 
___/ ___ Have disconnects been used where possible? 
 
___/ ___ Has mechanical equipment been blocked, chocked, and disengaged where necessary? 
 

CLOTHING/EQUIPMENT 
 
___/ ___ Is special clothing required (boots, chemical suits, glasses, respirator, etc.)?  If so, specify. 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
___/ ___ Is special equipment required (e.g., rescue or communications equipment)?  If so, specify. 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
___/ ___ Are special tools required (e.g., spark-proof)?  If so, specify. 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
___/ ___ Can you get through the opening with a respirator on? (Entrants shall actually perform 

this.) 
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CONFINED SPACE ENTRY CHECKLIST (continued) 
 
YES/ NO TRAINING 
 
___/ ___ Have workers been trained in proper use of a respirator? 
 
___/ ___ Have workers received first aid/CPR training? 
 
___/ ___ Have workers been trained in confined space entry? 
 

ATTENDANT 
 
___/ ___ Does the attendant remain outside the space and prevent unauthorized entry. 
 
___/ ___ Will the attendant have constant visual or auditory communications with the person on the 

inside? 
 
___/ ___ Do attendants know how to summon rescue teams in the event of an emergency? 
 
___/ ___ Will attendant use safety lines and harness to remove a person? 
 
___/ ___ Are rescue procedures available to be followed in the event of an emergency? 
 
___/ ___ Has a confined space entry permit been issued? 
 
___/ ___ Does the permit include a list of emergency telephone numbers?  Use Enclosure (1) or (2). 
 

ENTRANTS 
 
NAME TIME IN TIME OUT DATE 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Signature of Entry Supervisor 

 
 
3 



Enclosure (1) to COMDTINST 5100.48A 
 

LOCAL EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Confined Space Rescue Team 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Fire Department 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Ambulance 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Hospital 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Poison Control 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
Other Numbers 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

OTHER TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
MLC Atlantic Safety and Environmental Health Staff. 
212-668-7156. 
 
MLC Pacific Safety and Environmental Health Staff. 
415-437-5928. 
 
Chemical Transportation Emergency Center (CHEMTREC).  A toll-free number, 800-424-9300, is 
manned around the clock by the Chemical Manufacturers Association in Washington, DC. 
Response information is provided for any chemical transportation emergency. 
 
National Response Center (NRC).  A toll-free number, 800-424-8802, is manned around the clock 
by personnel at Coast Guard Headquarters for spills and environmental release of contaminants. 
 
Coast Guard Headquarters.  Flagplot 202-267-2100. 
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SAMPLE COAST GUARD ENTRY PERMIT, EXAMPLE 1 
(Adopted from 29 CFR 1919.146 dated 29 June 1993, Appendix D-1) 

 
Date & Time Issued:     
 
Job Site/Space I.D.:    
 
Equipment to be Worked On:    
 
Date and Time Expires:    
 
Standby Personnel:    
 
Job Supervisor:    
 
Work to be Performed:    
 
1. Atmosphere checks: Time    
 Oxygen    % 
 Explosive   % L.F.L. 
 Toxic    PPM 
 
2. Tester's signature:    
 
3. Source isolation (No Entry): N/A Yes No 
 Pumps or lines blinded, disconnected, or blocked ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 
4. Ventilation modification: N/A Yes No 
 Mechanical ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 Natural ventilation only ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 
5. Atmospheric check after isolation and ventilation: 
 Oxygen  % >  19.5% 
 Explosive  % L.F.L. <  10% 
 Toxic  % PPM <  10% PPM H2S 
 Time   
 
 Testers signature:    
 
6. Communications procedures:     
 
   
 
7. Rescue procedures:    
   
   
   
   
   
 
8. Entry, stanby, and backup persons:  Yes No 
 Successfully completed required training? ( ) ( ) 
 Is it current? ( ) ( ) 
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9. Equipment: N/A Yes No 
 
 Direct reading gas monitor – tested ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 Safety harnesses and lifelines for entry and standby persons ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 Hoisting equipment ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 Powered communications ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 SCBA's for entry and standby persons ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 Protective clothing ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 All electric equipment listed Class I, 
 Division I, Group D and non-sparking tools ( ) ( ) ( ) 
 
10. Periodic atmospheric tests: 
 
 Oxygen%  % Time   Oxygen____ % Time  
 Oxygen%  % Time   Oxygen  % Time  
 Explosive  % Time   Explosive % Time  
 Explosive  % Time   Explosive % Time  
 Toxic      % Time   Toxic  % Time  
 Toxic      % Time   Toxic  % Time  
 
We have reviewed the work authorized by this permit and the information contained herein.  
Written instructions and safety procedures have been received and understood.  Entry cannot be 
approved if any items are marked in the "No" column.  This permit is not valid unless all 
appropriate items are completed. 
 
Permit prepared by (Supervisor): 
 
    
 (printed name) (signature) 
 
Approved by (Unit Supervisor): 
 
    
 (printed name) (signature) 
 
Reviewed by (CS Operations Personnel): 
 
    
 (printed name) (signature) 
 
This Permit to be kept at job site.  Return job site copy to safety office following job completion. 
 
Copies:  (1) Safety office, (1) Unit Supervisor, (1) Job Site 

2 
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SAMPLE COAST GUARD ENTRY PERMIT, EXAMPLE 2 
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